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Circle Up: Get settled; Reach out to anyone we expected to be here but isn’t.

Opening Prayer: Jesus, Savior of the World, open to us direction for our lives through the
scripture we study today. Make it more than a story and more than a lesson. Help our actions,
tempered by faith in you, to reflect your mercy and grace. Amen.

The Question: Go around the circle answering, “Where have you seen God this week?”

Scripture: Matthew 21:23-32 When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the
people came to him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these things,
and who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell
me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25 Did the baptism of
John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say,
‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human
origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus,
“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these
things. 28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and
work in the vineyard today.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his mind and went.
30 The father went to the second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not
go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I
tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32
For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax
collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even after you saw it you did not change your
minds and believe him.

 Reflection Questions:  
Read Matthew 21:23. Jesus taught in the Temple. More and more people were gathering to hear
him out. Imagine and describe what the chief priests and elders said to one another. 
Read Matthew 21:24-27. What appears to be the main concerns for the Temple leaders when
Jesus offers them a challenge? 
The leaders of the Temple challenge authority, avoid confrontation and disregard Jesus’
teachings. What do their actions tell us about their motives?
Read Matthew 21:28-32. How does the cliche “actions speak louder than words” apply to this
parable? 
What action did Jesus desire from the Temple leaders? What actions do we take to demonstrate
our faith? What actions can the congregation take? Our small group?

Pray for each other in silence or aloud.  
At the end of the silent prayer, pray the Lord’s Prayer together. 

What’s your next step on the discipleship path?
What can we do to help each other?
When are we gathering next?
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