Milwood September 20 - September 26, 2026

United Small Group Guide

Methodist

Walking together on our Journey of Faith

Circle Up: Get settled; Reach out to anyone we expected to be here butisn’t.

Opening Prayer: O God of the infinitely large table, where all are invited to share in your grace
and mercy, remind us today of your abudant offer. Help us to reflect on the power of your
invitation in our lives and how it has shaped who we are. By your Holy Spirit, guide us to
understand your call to become those who invite and welcome. Ready us to boldly and graciously
host in your name. Amen.

Sharing

The Question: Go around the circle answering, “Where have you seen God this week?”

Scripture: Luke 14:15-24 One of the dinner guests, on hearing this, said to him, “Blessed is anyone
who will eat bread in the kingdom of God!” 16 Then Jesus said to him, “Someone gave a great
dinner and invited many. 17 At the time for the dinner he sent his slave to say to those who had
been invited, ‘Come, for everything is ready now.’ 18 But they all alike began to make excuses. The
first said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of land, and | must go out and see it; please accept my
regrets.” 19 Another said, ‘| have bought five yoke of oxen, and | am going to try them out; please
accept my regrets.’ 20 Another said, ‘| have just been married, and therefore | cannot come.’ 21 So
the slave returned and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry
and said to his slave, ‘Go out at once into the streets and lanes of the town and bring in the poor,
the crippled, the blind, and the lame.” 22 And the slave said, ‘Sir, what you ordered has been done,
and there is still room.” 23 Then the master said to the slave, ‘Go out into the roads and lanes, and
compel people to come in, so that my house may be filled. 24 For | tell you, none of those who
were invited will taste my dinner.””

Studying

Reflection Questions:

* In Luke 14, Jesus attends a banquet. In vv. 12-14, Jesus tells his host that there is great blessing in
inviting people to the banquet who cannot repay you. Read out loud what happens next: Luke
14:15-24. What does Jesus’ parable say about those who are first invited to the banquet?

In what ways do the last people invited to the banquet differ from the first?

Discuss how privlege, power and wealth affect the reaction to the invitation?

If you could some up Jesus’ lesson in this parable in one line, what would it be?

Jesus’ followers practice invitation. What are the challenges with offering invitations to your

home? To church?

e How can we assist those who are bold enough to invite others to the “banquet” of the faith?

* |s there someone you know who you'd like to invite to a conversation about faith or to church?
How can your small group members pray for you and that person?

. Pray for each other in silence or aloud.
Praylng At the end of the silent prayer, pray the Lord’s Prayer together.
What's your next step on the discipleship path?
. What can we do to help each other?
Encou rag I ng When are we gathering next?
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