Milwood August 30 - September 5, 2026

United Small Group Guide

Methodist

Walking together on our Journey of Faith

Circle Up: Get settled; Reach out to anyone we expected to be here butisn’t.

Opening Prayer: Generous God, you gave your only Son for our salvation, and yet, we struggle to
give our time, talents and resources for the good of your world. Open us to recognize your
generosity and give thanks. Empower us to live out the thanksgiving we feel. Assure us of the
amazing abundance found in a life lived for you, so that. your grace might fill this world. Amen.

Sharing

The Question: Go around the circle answering, “Where have you seen God this week?”

Scripture: John 6: 1-13 After this Jesus went across the Galilee Sea (that is, the Tiberias Sea). 2A

large crowd followed him, because they had seen the miraculous signs he had done among the
sick. 3 Jesus went up a mountain and sat there with his disciples. 41t was nearly time for Passover,

the Jewish festival. s Jesus looked up and saw the large crowd coming toward him. He asked Philip,
“Where will we buy food to feed these people?” ¢ Jesus said this to test him, for he already knew
what he was going to do. 7Philip replied, “More than a half year’s salary worth of food wouldn’t be
enough for each person to have even a little bit.” s One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s
brother, said, 9 “A youth here has five barley loaves and two fish. But what good is that for a crowd
like this?” 10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass there. They sat down,
about five thousand of them. n Then Jesus took the bread. When he had given thanks, he

distributed it to those who were sitting there. He did the same with the fish, each getting as much
as they wanted. 2 When they had plenty to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather up the leftover

pieces, so that nothing will be wasted.” 13 So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the
pieces of the five barley loaves that had been left over by those who had eaten.

Studying

Reflection Questions:

* Read John 6:1-13. Consider the characters of Jesus, Philip, Andrew, “the youth”, the rest of the
disciples and the large crowd. Who do you relate to most? Why?

e Describe a time when you have experienced having “enough” when you didn’t think there would
be enough. How did that happen?

* When we are children, we are encouraged to share our toys, snacks, etc? Why?

* What are things that happen in our lives that can discourage us from believing there will be
enough if we share?

* What lesson do you believe the disciples, the youth and the large crowd took from Jesus’
extravagant meal? Which of these lessons is the most compelling for you?

] Pray for each other in silence or aloud.
Pray|ng At the end of the silent prayer, pray the Lord’s Prayer together.
What's your next step on the discipleship path?
. What can we do to help each other?
Encou rag I ng When are we gathering next?
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