Milwood October 4 - October 10, 2026

United Small Group Guide

Methodist

Walking together on our Journey of Faith

Circle Up: Get settled; Reach out to anyone we expected to be here butisn’t.

(@) Opening Prayer: God of all Creation, you made Heaven and earth and all that is in it. We exist by
.E your generous and loving hands. Help us to find words in all times and places to praise you. Let
b our songs and our prayers, our service and our generosity be acts of worship that honor you. And
© as we meet together, let our conversation be filled with praise for your glory. Amen.
i -
n The Question: Go around the circle answering, “Where have you seen God this week?”
Scripture: Isaiah 25:6-9
o 6 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food,
c a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
o 7 And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
> the covering that is spread over all nations;
O 8 he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
_B and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken.
(¥p) 9 It will be said on that day,

“See, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”

Reflection Questions:

e Describe a memorable worship experience that you've had. This may be with a congregation or
group of people or alone; it may be in an organized worship service or in a spontaneous moment.
Describe an ecounter with God that caused you to offer praise.

e |saiah, Chapter 24, describes the destruction of the earth, an apocalyptic scene of death and
despair. Isaiah 25 describes a hopeful future, what awaits those who are faithful. Read Isaiah 25:6-
9. What are the most hopeful lines for you in this scripture passage?

e Worship theologian Donald Saliers writes that worship is 1) the practice of prayer and 2) and act of
hope. Discuss how the components of worship act as prayer, conversation with God.

e How is worship an act of hope?

* l|saiah prophesies that God will offer all people a feast of rich food. (v. 6) How does Holy
Communion function as a feast offered by God?

e Discuss ways to prepare for worship, so that it is an experience of prayer, praise and hope.

. Pray for each other in silence or aloud.
Praylng At the end of the silent prayer, pray the Lord’s Prayer together.
What's your next step on the discipleship path?
. What can we do to help each other?
Encou rag I ng When are we gathering next?
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